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Livestock enterprises, especially dairy, poultry and
now swine, require a very high capital investment
to get started. Generally sheep are the exception.

Cattle, either as a new or an expanded venture,
require a substantial capital investment in order to
realize areasonable income, and any profits could
be a long time in coming.

Swine, while taking a fairly heavy investment to
start, do have a relatively fast turnover, and hence
should offer a quicker profit. However, the
increased number of large-scale mega-
corporations confinement enterprises has created
a rather unstable market in recent years. This
leaves the prospective livestock person with a third
choice, sheep.

Small and intermediate sized sheep flocks are
enjoying a degree of increasing popularity, while
large-scale extensive range sheep operations
continue to diminish.

If you are expanding your farm or ranch operation,
but are working on a relatively limited budget, a
sheep enterprise could be a primary consideration.
Sheep can combine some of the best profit
aspects of cattle, swine, poultry and even goats.

The initial capital investment for a viable sheep
production unit is less than that required for a
comparable profit in either cattle or swine.
Although the market prices for lambs fluctuate
during the year, they have been more stable than
wool prices, especially since the 1996 withdrawal
ofthe ‘Wool Incentive Program’ (National W ool Act
of 1954).

Starting a Sheep Flock
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Sheep do not require the sophisticated
management practices as compared to swine
production. - Sheep do not require fancy or
expensive facilities to succeed. They need only to
be cool and dry, with shelter for protection from
adverse weather. Athree-sided, closed, pole-type
shed with a graded dirt floor, associated corrals
and pens, and access to feed and water is all that
is required. If winter lambing is to be practiced, a
closed shelter should be considered.

Navajo sheep
producers
have unique
production
limitations

on the

Navajo Nation.

TYPES OF ENTERPRISES:

There a many possibilities as to various types of
sheep operations.

1: Purebred Sheep Production

Purebreds are kept to produced foundation
seedstock or breeding stock and the progeny are
usually sold as registered lambs or yearlings of
both sexes.

Because you will be competing with breeders who
are well established you will have to raise progeny
that are better. Your feeding, care, disease
prevention, and fitting for shows and purebred
sheep consignment sales must be near perfection.
Your buildings and corrals must be good looking
and well kept to attract prospective buyers.
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