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Scabies, a chronic contagious dermatitis of sheep
and other domestic animals, is characterized by
encrustation, denudation, and itching of the skin
and is caused by five (5) species of mites.
Although most species of domestic animals are
susceptible to scabies, a high degree of host
specificity prevents transfer of parasites between
host species. This fact validates the separate
control and eradicative programs for scabies of
sheep and scabies of cattle.

Historically the United States Department of
Agriculture and the state departments of
agriculture have researched and fought both
species (sheep and cattle). Then in 1973, the
United States, except for inconsequential
demodectic mange, became free of sheep
scabies. However, in many countries of the world
where sheep are produced, sheep scabies
persists and remains a concern for the sheep
industry.

IMPACT OF SCABIES:

The disease causes significant losses and waste
to the sheep industry wherever scabies is a
problem. Economic losses result from wool
damage, reduction in the production of lamb and
sheep meat, wool quality and yield. Other more
broad impacts of scabies is the general
interference to sheep commerce and cost of
control programs.

Sheep scabies is classified according to the
causative mite. Five genera are involved.
Although each type in early stages possesses
differentail characteristics, the positive diagnosis
requires isolation and identification of the specific
mite.

Sheep Scabies
(Mange; scab, itch)

Sheepdex H-10

PSOROPTIC SCABIES:
(Sheep Scab)

The most important mite infection of sheep is
Psoroptes ovis, which causes sheep scab. The
economicimportance of common scabies exceeds
any other type and possibly all other types
combined. It can occur in any age, but tends to be
more commonly found in adult sheep than lambs.

Psoroptic scabies is prevalent in the more
temperate climatic zones of the world, including
Iceland, Europe, Africa, Middle East, Balkans,
Pakistan, India, and South and Central America.
Australia, New Zealand, Canada, and the United
States have eradicated the disease.

The mites live on the skin surface and pierce the
epidermis to feed on lymph. Small pustules
develop at the puncture sites and these rupture
exuding serum which forms a hard yellow crust.
This lifts from the skin together with the wool.
There is probably a hypersensitivity reaction to the
presence of active mites which causes a marked
pruritus. There is extensive loss of fleece and the
exposed skin is thickened with raw patches which
are often secondarily infected with bacteria.







