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For all lambs (and mammals) ‘colostrum’ the first
milk provided by the dam to it's offspring is critical
not only for the lamb’s basic nutritional needs, but
to live and survive the multitude of environmental
factors that may expedite the lambs death.

| consider nursing by the early neonatal lamb(s) to
be the first important intrinsic desire and action a
lamb must initiate for its eventual life beyond its
dam sustenance and nurturing. Obviously, the act
of suckling and the associated action of the ewe
require a two-way exchange of communication
between the ewe and her lamb. This
communication is combined with action. The
small noises coming forth from the newborn(s)
responded by the ewes baa’s help enhance the
neural-hormonal activity of lactation or more
importantly the ingestion of that critical first meal
by the lamb(s).

Colostrum functions as a multi-role product for
the new lambs.

1. NUTRITIONAL VALUE - its nutritional
value is unique providing a wealth of
proteins and energy for the lamb’s
physiological processes to began
functioning on their own following its
departure from the uterine environment
(womb).

2. LAXATIVE PROPERTIES - the moving of
food digestive end-products through the
newborn lamb is a tough proposition.
Intestinal motility is also a critical action
that must take place for life to go beyond
the first hours
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following birth.  The first intestinal
products to exit the gastro-intestinal tract
of the lamb is called meconium.
Meconium is very thick, sticky, and difficult
material to expel. Itis not uncommon for
the early digestive end-products to
become lodged, or non-motile in the
newborn lamb and cause serious side-
effects, one which is death. Another
common lamb ailment caused by the thick
excreta is called “pinning.” Pinning is
where thick, heavy, sticky fecal material
does not leave the anal opening and
sticks to the outside part of the anus and
also causes the undocked tail to adhere to
the fecal material as well. The long tail as
aresult becomes ‘pinned’ (or stuck) to the
anus. This can become a serious health
problem if not attended to by the
shepherd. Thus, colostrum contains
unique and key ingredients thataccelerate
and enhance intestinal motility and reduce
the likelihood of the new lambs becoming
constipated.

3. ANTIBODY PROPERTIES & PASSIVE
IMMUNITY - Perhaps this is the primary
reason by each ewe should provide her
own colostrum to her own lamb(s). The
immunological properties of colostrum is
host-specific, or in other words, the
antibodies found in her colostrum are
uniquely each ewe’s and are the most
beneficial to her own genetic offspring.
This is the ideal situation. However, any
colostrum milk to a lamb regardless of
dam is more important than ignoring the
offering of non-host specific colostrum.
Colostrum has far too many valuable
properties to ignore utilizing an other
ewe’s colostrum, or that from a goat doe,
and/or a cow. It is a good idea to have a
supply of frozen colostrum stored for
those unplanned emergencies. | also
consider it crucial that in order for a lamb
to maximize the access to those important
antibodies, that the lamb have its first







