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There are many reasons why we sometimes need to
encourage a nursing ewe to either adopt an “extra” or
replacement lamb. Because the ewe first identifies
with her own lamb immediately after birh by its own
unique odor, she is unlikely to accept a foster lamb
unless it smells like her own offspring.

The traditional method to get a ewe to foster a lamb
has been to skin her dead lamb and place the skin
over the orphaned lambs body that you want to get
fostered. However, some modern day shepherds do
not like to use this method, or a shepherd may not
have a dead lamb to use for the skin. Two products
that have been introduced to the U.S. sheep market
are as follows:

1. Fostercoat™ and
2. Lamb Woolover™
Fostercoat™

Fostercoat is a possible solution to this problem. It has
a unique knitted 100% polyester pile construction
capable of absorbing lamb odor when worn for a time
by the natural offspring. The Fostercoat is
subsequently transferred to the lamb to be fostered
who then smells enough like the natural lamb to be
accepted by the foster ewe.

Uses

. Substitution fostering

. Add-on fostering

. Assist in retaining body temperature (i.e.
hypothermia)

. Weather protection
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Lamb Coats

Sheepdex L-4

How to use Fostercoat™

Fostercoat may be cut to any length required. The
diagram shows suggested measurements and position
and length of slits for legs and anal-genital area.
Openings for umbilical (navel) and the male genitals
(sheath) are made after Fostercoat is fitted on the
lamb.

Rear Front
Tail Anus  Legs Legs
3n 3 16N |
4in sin
S S— l
iy — =4 Nt L " i e d
30in —

Substitution fostering

Substitution fostering is most successful when started
as soon as possible after the birth of a stillborn (dead)
lamb.

To substitute an orphaned lamb for stillborn lamb, pull
the dead lamb through the Fostercoat several times.
This process transfers the birth fluids from the dead
lamb to the Fostercoat.

The lamb to be fostered is then fitted with the
Fostercoat turned inside out and introduced to the
foster ewe. ltis advisable to tape or tie the lamb’s legs
for approximately 15 minutes to prevent it from sucking
and to allow the ewe to become familiar with the foster
lamb.

Fostercoats may be removed from adopted lambs 48
hours (2 days) after acceptance occurs.







