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THE ROLE OF THE EWE
THE SUCKLING BEHAVIOR OF THE LAMB
THE ROLE OF THE SHEPHERD

THE ROLE OF THE EWE

Factors that affect the role of the ewe:

Pre-natal Nutrition
Dystocia

Maternal Behavior
Litter Size

Pre-natal Nutrition:

Poor nutrition the last 6 weeks of pregnancy
leads to lamb losses or a reduction in their
size and vigor.

Dystocia:

Difficulty in lambing can account for lamb
mortality losses up to 10 percent.

Dystocia can cause poor maternal behavior,
especially in maiden ewes lambing for the
first time.

After a difficult birth, the ewe will tend to
retreat from the lamb for a few hours. This
results in delayed colostrum ingestion if the
lamb sucks at all. Therefore if the lamb is
born alive, the probability of death due to
starvation, accidents, and predators is
increased due to maternal desertion.

Fundamental Factors
That Affect
Lamb Survival
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Maternal Behavior:

Maternal behavior functions to help the lamb
find the udder and facilitates the progress of
the lamb towards successful sucking.

Immediately after lambing, the drive of the
ewe to “mother up” a young animal is very
strong. This maternal drive fades rapidly, so
the first 12 hours of life are critical for the
establishment of the normal ewe-lamb
bonding process.

The tendency of ewes to lamb away from the
flock, thereby removing disturbances,
facilitates the formation of this bond.

Maternal licking stimulates the lamb’s sucking
drive, and here careful orientation helps it in
its's teat-seeking attempts. Success is
achieved when the lamb finds the teat and
gets that first critical mouthful of colostrum.

Suckling Twins - during the early states of
lactation, ewes will allow one twin to suck
without the other present. However, after the
3rd or 4th week, ewes will call the twins to
suck and will not allow one to suck unless are
both present.

The ewe’s behavior allows for the greatest
possibility of survival!







