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Coyotes, feral dogs, domestic dogs, and other types of
predators have been a problem for sheep producers
throughout the United States, but generally the
Western region gets hit hardest.

Predators of sheep in the United States

Rank

1st Coyotes @ 63%

2nd Dogs @ 16%

3rd Mountain Lion @ 5%
4th Eagles @ 4%

5th Bears @ 2+%

6th Foxes @ 2%

7th Bobcats @ 2+%

8th Wild Pigs @ 1%
9th Gray Wolf @ NA

Several methods have been utilized by producers, and
federal and state agencies. Both lethal and non-lethal
tools have been used. Today environmental concerns
and attitudes about predator control can be found at all
levels in society. Depending on the magnitude of
predator problems in your area, access to support
resources for control may be limited. In recent years,
flock guarding dogs have been utilized. This technique
was adapted in large part from the practices used by
Navajo shepherds in the 1970's. Yet, not all flock
guard dogs have been successful. Dogs require
feeding, and food that is different from what grazing
sheep and goats consume.

In recent years a viable alternative method of
protecting the flock from unsolicited predators has
been found to be effective, although most reports are
mostly anecdotal, unique success stories have been
reported.

Flock Guarding Llamas

Sheepdex P-1

Coyote predation on sheep and goats

Coyotes do kill sheep and goats. Predation is the
leading cause of sheep deaths and represents a
serious problem for the sheep and goat industry. U.S.
losses of sheep and goats due to predation have
approached $100 million. Lambs and kids are most
vulnerable. Coyotes are now found in every state, and
even the large cities.

The sheep and wool industry already operate on a low
profit margin and losses due to predation have resulted
not only in reduced income for the producer, but also
in increasing prices paid by the consumer for lamb
meat and wool products. Predation is a serious
problem with a significant impact on the U.S. and the
Navajo sheep and wool industries. Itis a critical issue
with both economic, environmental, and ethical
implications to wildlife management, the livestock
industry, and the non-agricultural community.

Reducing coyote predation

Since the introduction of domestic sheep to the North
America in the 1500's, many methods for reducing
predation of sheep have been tried. Generally
speaking, methods can be divided into:

. Preventative methods, and

. Control.

Preventative methods are implemented prior to
predation problems and are generally non-lethal to the
predators. These include the use of:

. Fencing,

Guard animals, (dogs, burros, etc.)
Frightening devices,

Taste aversion, and

Sheep husbandry methods, such as night
corralling and shed lambing.

Control methods usually are put into place after
damage has occurred and are targeted at specific
animals, usually being lethal to the predator. These
methods include:

. Shooting,

Poisons (toxicants),

Trapping,

Toxic collars,

Snaring, and

Fumigants.

Local and state regulations regarding these regulations

vary.







