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What is Range?

Range is an extensive area of level, rolling, broken
or mountainous land, usually not adapted to
cultivation, covered with native grasses or other
forage plants; it is best suited to grazing of
domestic and wild animals. Range may be
privately or publicly owned, fenced or unfenced,
and supporting native or seeded vegetation.
However, it is sometimes difficult to say that some
lands are or are not rangelands; for example,
certain nonirrigated or dryland pasture may
correctly be called either rangeland or cropland.
There is little point in quibbling over what is range
and what is nonirrigated or dryland pasture, since
the same management principles apply in each
case.
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What is Range Management?

Range management is caring for and using
rangeland to provide the highest continuous

yield of range products without endangering the
range soil and water resources and other
important uses of the land. This is in keeping with
conservation of the range. Animal products of the
range are meat, wool, mohair, and hides. Other
important range products are water, wildlife,
recreation, forest products, and minerals.

Have you noticed when livestock producers sell
their products, they are paid for the pounds and
not the number of head sold? Pounds of products
is the measure of a range management plan.

The goals of range management are:

1. Keep range covered with a diversity of
good forage plants within the ecosystem.

2. Maintain proper use, with a dependable
range feed reserve for abnormal years.

3. Increase livestock production and improve
wildlife habitat.

4. Increase the storage of water in the soil
and “even” the flow of water in streams.

5. Maintain soil on the range watersheds so

they will produce an abundance of water
for future generations.
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