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Wool faults are defects that lower the value for
manufacturing purposes; they can be grouped
roughly into three types:

1. BREEDING faults which can be
controlled, although perhaps less
readily.

2, Faults due to the ENVIRONMENT which
are often beyond the control of the wool
producer.

3. Faults due to poor HUSBANDRY
- PRACTICES or carelessness at
shearing time that can be most easily
avoided by the wool grower.

The following list contains some of the major wool
faults encountered in evaluating wool quality:

INHERITED DEFICIENCIES:

1. Hairy or Medullated Wool

a. Coarse

b. Relatively straight

c. Chalky appearance

d. Thick medulla (core), thin cortex

e. Different degrees of medullation;
1) Grossly medullated
2) Hairy tip, (staple pointed)
3) Hairy britch

2, Kemp (used in tweeds)
a. Tip sharp pointed and not medullated
b. Flattened fiber
c. Short
d. Chalk appearance
e. Base of fiber terminates in a bulb or
brush
f. May show abrupt kinks
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3. Black, Brown and Grey Wool
a. Pigmented fibers
b. Melanin granules produced by cell
called melanocyte
c. Skin, both medulla and cortex

FIBER DEFICIENCIES DUETO
PHYSIOLOGICAL CAUSES:

1. Break or Tenderness
a. Narrowing of fiber
b. Seasonal changes enhanced by poor
nutrition
c. Stress conditions, i.e. disease,
pregnancy, parturition and lactation,
sudden exposure to cold wet conditions.

2. Stringy Yolk

a. Strings of yellow greasy materials,
strings 1/8 inch across, perpendicular to
skin.

b. Excessive amount of yolk being
produced by a very localized patch of skin.
c. Hyperactivity of sebaceous (wax) and
sudiferous (sweat) glands.

3. Doggy Yolk
a. Aged sheep show this characteristic.
b. Lack of crimp.
c. Wider and more shallow crimp.
d. Lustrous appearance.

4. Copper Deficient Wool (Steely)
a. Can confuse with doggy wool.
b. Tensile strength not normal, doggy
wool is normal strength.
c. Loses its crimp.
d. Loses its pigmentation in colored
sheep.

YELLOW DISCOLORATIONS:

1. Scourable Diffuse Yellow
a. Long-wooled breeds
b. “Butter Colored”
c. High feeding for show or sale







